


Event Organizer

European-Canadian Centre for Innovation and Research

The European-Canadian Centre for Innovation and Research (ECCIR) is a non-profit
organization that facilitates innovative collaboration between European and Canadian
SMEs, government agencies, and research institutions. ECCIRʼs funding comes from the Government of
Alberta and Alberta Innovates. We offer a range of solution-driven services to corporates with
international ambitions, including:

- Matchmaking
- Grant Writing & Finding Funding Opportunities
- Coordinating Incoming Delegations

As the Network Coordinator for the Enterprise Europe Network Canada, ECCIR connects corporations
through a comprehensive partnerships database, brokerage events, and company missions to help
turn innovative ideas into international commercial successes.

Contact
Website: https://eccir.ca/
Social Media: LinkedIn, Facebook
Reference contact: Laura Intemann
E-Mail: info@eccir.ca
City: Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Subscribe to ECCIRʼs monthly newsletter to
stay up-to-date on global partnering
opportunities, funding sources, and events
designed to help you innovate
internationally

Enterprise Europe Network Canada

The Enterprise Europe Network (EEN)
With over 470 partner organizations in more
than 60 countries, the Enterprise Europe
Network (EEN) is the worldʼs largest support
network for small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) with international ambitions.
The European Commission launched the EEN in
2008 to help European businesses innovate and
grow on an international scale.

The Network connects SMEs with:

- International Partnerships
- Expert advice for international growth
- Support for business innovation

Website: https://een.ec.europa.eu/ 

EEN Canada
Established in June 2020, the EEN Canada is an
International Network Partner of the EEN. The
EEN Canada offers insight, informational
resources, and access to brokerage events to
both European and Canadian companies, as
well as the opportunity to share proposals and
requests through the Partnership Opportunities
Database.

ECCIR coordinates the Canadian consortium of
EEN, which also comprises the EU Chamber of
Commerce in Canada, the EU Chamber of
Commerce in Canada West, NGen, and the
Ocean Technology Council of Nova Scotia.

Website: https://een-canada.ca
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Co-Organizers

The Consulate General of the Czech Republic
in Toronto

The Consulate General of the Czech Republic in Toronto assists in economic and R&D cooperation with
Canada in various ways, including:

- Market entry of Czech companies into Canada, including innovative SMEs
- Specialized missions and participation at trade shows (Collision Conference, Global Energy

Show, PDAC,  etc.)
- R&D support, such as promoting partnerships between innovative companies and universities

and providing assistance with funding identification

Contact
Eva Bartoňová, Head of Trade and Investment
Email: Bartonova@mzv.cz
Phone: +1 416 473 8674
Website: www.mzv.cz/toronto/en/index.html

Address
Consulate General of the Czech
Republic in Toronto
2 Bloor Street West, Toronto
Ontario, M4W 3E2, Canada

CzechInvest

Established in 1992, CzechInvest is a state contributory organization subordinate to the Ministry of
Industry and Trade of the Czech Republic. CzechInvest plays a key role in the area of supporting
business and investments in its comprehensive form. The agencyʼs unique combination of regional,
central and international operations ensures the integrity of services and the ability to connect global
trends with regional conditions in the Czech Republic. CzechInvest in Canada is part of the Consulate
General of the Czech Republic in Toronto. Its Trade & Investment Section offers a wide range of services
to Canadian companies who consider locating their operations in the Czech Republic or look for
business or research partners.

Contact
Karolína Konicarová, Director of Canadian
Operations, Investment Specialist
Email: Karolina.Konicarova@czechinvest.org
Phone: +1 647 640 2113
Website: https://www.czechinvest.org/

Address in Canada
Consulate General of the Czech Republic in
Toronto
2 Bloor Street West, Toronto
Ontario, M4W 3E2, Canada
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Agenda

Introduction

1. Dr. Martin Truksa, Vice-President of Research and Development at Discovery DNA

Part 1: The Czech Innovation Ecosystem

2. Dr. Petr Očko, Deputy Minister for Digitalization and Innovation at the Ministry of Industry and
Trade of the Czech Republic

3. Jakub Hájek, Director of Startup and Innovative SMEs Division at CzechInvest

Part 2: Success Stories

4. Dr. Pavel Pořízka, Associate Professor at the Central European Institute of Technology

a. Collaboration with the University of Waterloo

5. Dr. Katelyn Petersen, Client Executive at RunWithIt Synthetics

a. Collaboration with UJEP and Cluster WASTen

Part 3: Resources

6. Eva Bartoňová, Head of Trade and Investment Section at the Consulate General of the Czech

Republic in Toronto, and

Karolína Konicarová, Director of Canadian Operations at CzechInvest

7. Laura Intemann, Project Manager at ECCIR

Part 4: Q&A
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1. Speakers

Dr. Martin Truksa is the Vice-President R&D at 48Hour Discovery. He also serves as the Vice-President of
the European-Canadian Centre for Innovation and Research.

Deputy Minister Petr Očko is in charge of the Digitalization and Innovation Section at the Ministry of
Industry and Trade. He currently acts as ad interim Executive Director of the CzechInvest agency.

Jakub Hájek is the Director of the Startup and Innovative SMEs Division at the CzechInvest agency. The
Division covers incubation and acceleration programs for startups and support for the innovation
ecosystem of the Czech Republic.

Dr. Pavel Pořízka is an Associate Professor at the Central European Institute for Technology. He leads a
research sub-group focused on laser-induced breakdown spectroscopy and is also a co-founder of the
company, Lightigo.

Dr. Katelyn Petersen works for RunWithIT Synthetics as a Client Executive, guiding clients through their
journey with RWI, while representing their voice and expectations to the teams.

Eva Libs Bartoňová is the Head of the Trade and Investment Section of the Consulate General of the
Czech Republic in Toronto.

Karolína Konicarová is the Director of Canadian Operations at CzechInvest and an Investment Specialist
in the Trade and Investment Section of the Consulate General of the Czech Republic in Toronto.

Laura Intemann is the Project Manager for the European-Canadian Centre for Innovation and Research.
In this role, Laura helps Canadian companies establish partnerships with European businesses in various
sectors.
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2. Support for Innovating with the Czech Republic

In Canada

Embassy of the Czech Republic in Ottawa
The Embassy of the Czech Republic in Ottawa is the Czech Republic's embassy in Canada. The Czech
Republic operates secondary Canadian consulate offices in Calgary, Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, and
Vancouver. They offer a wide range of services and resources in support of innovative collaboration
between the Czech Republic and Canada, among others.

Website: https://www.mzv.cz/ottawa/en/index.html

The Consulate General of the Czech Republic in Toronto
The Consulate General of the Czech Republic in Toronto assists in economic and R&D cooperation with
Canada in various ways, including assisting Czech companies with market entry in Canada, participating
in specialized missions and trade shows, and offering R&D support, such as promoting partnerships
between companies and universities and identifying funding sources.

Contact: Eva Bartoňová, Head of Trade and Investment
Email: Bartonova@mzv.cz
Phone: +1 416 473 8674
Website: www.mzv.cz/toronto/en/index.html

CzechInvest – Investment and Business Development Agency, foreign office in Toronto
CzechInvestʼs activities include supporting smart investments in the Czech Republic, developing national
startup and spin-off environments, developing the innovation and technology potential of the Czech
companies, and promoting the Czech economy, innovation, and R&D abroad. The agencyʼs unique
combination of regional, central, and international operations ensures the integrity of services and the
ability to connect global trends with regional conditions in the Czech Republic.

Contact: Karolína Konicarová, Director of Canadian Operations, Investment Specialist
Email: Karolina.Konicarova@czechinvest.org

Contact: Jakub Hájek,  Director of Startup and Innovative SMEs Division
Email: jakub.hajek@czechinvest.org
Website: https://www.czechinvest.org/

CzechTrade
CzechTrade is a governmental export promotion agency in Calgary, Alberta. Their goal is to facilitate the
decisions of Czech companies regarding the selection of suitable territories, to shorten the time of
entering the given market, and to support activities aimed at the development of the company abroad.

Website: https://www.czechtradeoffices.com/
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The National Research Council of Canada
As the Government of Canada's largest federal research and development organization, the National
Research Council (NRC) has a mandate to take research from the lab to the marketplace, intersecting in
academia, industry, and government. With 14 research centres covering numerous disciplines and
technologies, the NRC encourages research excellence, engages with the ecosystems that bring together
scientific knowledge, innovation support, and industrial capabilities, and expands the ways to help
companies grow and scale.

NRC Website: https://nrc.canada.ca/en
NRCʼs “Doing Business with the Czech Republic” Resource Guide: Doing business in the Czech Republic

Alberta Innovates
Alberta Innovates is Albertaʼs largest public research and innovation agency. From the generation of new
ideas through applied testing, commercialization, and end use, Alberta Innovates supports
high-potential, high-growth technology, and knowledge-based companies to bring novel innovations to
market. They provide applied research services, expertise, technical connections, advice, and funding
programs to stimulate and grow research and innovation across Alberta.

Contact: Sandra Candie
Email: sandra.candie@albertainnovates.ca
Website: https://albertainnovates.ca/

In the Czech Republic

The Trade Commissionerʼs Office at the Canadian Embassy in Prague, the Czech Republic
The Trade Commissionerʼs Office at the Canadian Embassy in Prague can assist Canadian companies and
entities with accessing the Czech market. They offer CanExport funding for exporters, innovators,
associations, and communities, as well as support for specific audiences and sectors, including
accelerated growth, women in business, indigenous entrepreneurs, women in business, and more.

Contact:
- Christian Hallé, Senior Trade Commissioner: christian.halle@international.gc.ca
- Martina Taxova, Trade Commissioner: martina.taxova@international.gc.ca
- Barbora Florkova, Trade Commissioner Assistant: barbora.florkova@international.gc.ca

Website: https://www.tradecommissioner.gc.ca

Technology Agency of the Czech Republic
The Technology Agency of the Czech Republic is the main provider of state funding for applied research
and innovation projects in the Czech Republic. The agency focuses on international collaboration,
managing the Delta 2 program, European co-fund programs, and other grants.

Website: https://www.tacr.cz/en/
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3. Funding Sources for Innovating with the Czech Republic

Technology Agency of the Czech Republic (TA CR) programs
TA CR is the main provider of state funding for applied research and innovation in the Czech Republic.
Their funding programmes include DELTA 2, which focuses on international cooperation in applied
research and experimental development of Czech enterprises and research organizations and their
foreign partners from outside the European Economic Area (EEA). Under this funding program, TA CR has
a partnership with CRIAQ, the Consortium for Research and Innovation in Aerospace in Quebec. Other
funding programmes collaborating with Canada (Quebec-focused) include ERA-MIN3 focused on raw
materials and M.ERA-NET3 focused on Materials and battery technologies.

TACR Website: https://www.tacr.cz/en/
CRIAQ Website: https://www.criaq.aero/en/

The National Research Council of Canada Industrial Research Assistance Program (NRC-IRAP)
NRC-IRAP is Canada's leading innovation assistance program for small and medium-sized businesses.
IRAP is a funding program designed by the Canadian government to increase innovation and speed of
research and development projects. NRC-IRAP helps innovative small or medium-sized businesses in
Canada to build innovation capacity and take ideas to market through financial assistance, advisory
services, and connections to the best business and R&D expertise in Canada.

Reference contact:  Eric Holdrinet
Email: Eric.Holdrinet@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
Website: https://nrc.canada.ca/en/support-technology-innovation/nrc-irap-international-collaboration

Joint NRC- IRAP Funding Programs for R&D Co-Development Projects between Canada and the
Czech Republic

Eurostars Eureka | Eurostars (eurekanetwork.org).
Eurostars is the largest international funding programme for SMEs wishing to collaborate on R&D projects
that create innovative products, processes, or services for commercialization. Generally, Canada and the
Czech Republic have funding for each semi-annual Call. Project selection is made centrally, and funding
criteria are national.

Eureka Clusters, Eureka | Clusters (eurekanetwork.org).
Eureka Clusters are industry-led international communities focused on strategic technology areas that
aim to meet market needs and solve economic, technological, and societal challenges. Canada and the
Czech Republic have funding for all current five Clusters: CELTIC-Next (information and communications
technology), ITEA 4 (so�ware), Xecs (electronics), SMART (manufacturing), and EUROGIA2030 (sustainable
energy). Each Cluster typically launches an annual Call for proposals in the Fall (except CELTIC-NEXT,
which has two calls annually).

Czech Republic Cluster information: https://www.eurekanetwork.org/countries/czech-republic/clusters/
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Eureka Network Eureka Network | (eurekanetwork.org).
The Eureka Network is mostly used to set up Calls for proposals, whether bilateral, multilateral, or
national. The Czech Republic has funding and accepts Eureka Network proposals year-round from SMEs,
large firms, universities, and research centres. Canada has participated in many bilateral and multilateral
Calls where NRC IRAP reserves funding for Canadian SMEs.

Czech participants should contact their national funding authority for details, using the tool at bottom of
the page: https://www.eurekanetwork.org/countries/czech-republic/.

Ministry of Education, Youth  & Sports of the Czech Republic
The Ministry of Education, Youth, & Sports is the main Czech administrative body for international
collaboration in R&D, including Eureka network programs and Eurostars (administered by the NRC in
Canada).

Website: https://www.msmt.cz/?lang=2

Alberta Innovatesʼ International Technology Partnership (ITP) Program
The ITP Program supports Alberta-based SMEs to commercialize their products, achieve an optimal
market position, increase revenue, and potentially expand into global markets. SMEs in the Program
receive funding to find and enter into a partnership with an “International Project Partner." Within these
partnerships, SMEs have the opportunity to pilot their productʼs technical, and business merits, further
product development, and advance commercialization. The Program is designed to de-risk the
commercialization process by offering funding and coaching to eligible companies.

Website: https://albertainnovates.ca/programs/international-technology-partnership-program/.
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4. Research, Development, and Innovation Mobility Support Financing

ERASMUS+
Erasmus+ is the EU's programme to support education, training, youth, and sport. An estimated budget of
€26.2 billion for 2021 provides opportunities for over 4 million participants to study, train, gain
experience, and volunteer abroad. Canada is eligible for certain actions, as well as Erasmus Mundus
scholarships.

Website: https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/

Marie Curie Sklodowska
European Postdoctoral Fellowships are open to researchers of any nationality who wish to engage
in R&I projects by either coming to Europe from any country in the world or moving within Europe. The
standard duration of these fellowships must be between 12 and 24 months. Submit an application
together with a host organization, which can be a university, research institution, business, SME, or other
organization based in an EU Member State or Horizon Europe Associated Country.

Website: https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/postdoctoral-fellowships

Mitacs- Globalink
The Mitacs Globalink Research Award (GRA) supports research collaborations between Canada and select
partner organizations and eligible countries and regions. Under the joint supervision of a home and host
professor, successful senior undergraduate students, graduate students, as well as postdoctoral fellows
will receive a $6,000 research award to conduct a 12 to a 24-week research project in the other country.
The Mitacs-MSCA is a staff exchange program with Europe. Mitacs also offers international internships in
Canada and the Czech Republic.

Website: https://www.mitacs.ca/en/programs/globalink
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5. General information on the Czech Republic

● 3.7 % GDP growth

● 3.4 % unemployment rate

● R&D expenditure on 2 % GDP, most investments coming from private

● Companies in automotive and ICT sector

● 19 STEM-focused universities with over 130k students

Source: CzechInvest “Czech Republic: R&D Environment” Presentation, 2022

R&D Expenditure of Private Sector

Manufacturing industry total: 35 bil. CZK (2020)

1. Automotive
2. Transportation (excl. automotive)
3. Engineering industry
4. Electrical engineering
5. Pharmaceutical industry
6. Production of computers, electronics, and optical devices

Priority Sectors

Source: CzechInvest “Czech Republic: R&D Environment” Presentation, 2022
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Technology Agency of the Czech Republic (TA CR)

Source: TA CR Presentation, 2022

TA CR in numbers

Source: TA CR Presentation, 2022

Funding of international R&D projects

Ministry of Education, Youth & Sports
→ Main administrative body for international
collaboration in R&D

Technology Agency
→ Main provider of state funding for applied
research and Innovation
→ Delta 2 program, European co-funding
programs

Czech Science Foundation
→ Funding body for basic research
→ Member of Global Research Council

Technology Center of Academy of Sciences
→ National contact point for European research
programs
→ Horizon Europe

11 of 13



Find previous webinar recordings here.

Subscribe to ECCIRʼs monthly newsletter to stay up to date on our upcoming
“International Innovation Masterclass” webinars.

This document is the property of the European-Canadian Centre for Innovation and Research (ECCIR). No
material may be used, distributed, or reproduced in whole or in part without the prior written consent of

ECCIR. All rights reserved.

Copyright © 2022 European-Canadian Centre for Innovation and Research, All rights reserved.
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